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To mark the tercentenary of its foundation, which was celebrated in July i960, the 
Royal Society invited a group of historians to write the biographies of twenty-one of 
the early Fellows including the twelve Founders. These fresh appraisals of their lives 
and contributions, of their education and their movements in the years 1645-1660 
throw much fresh light on the origins of the Royal Society.

Professor D. McKie has contributed a critical study of the sources of information 
concerning the events leading up to the formation of the Society and on the intellectual 
climate in which it was founded. This volume, which was edited by Sir Harold 
Hartley, F.R.S., is one of the lasting memorials of the tercentenary as it covers so 
much fresh ground and gives a lively picture of the men responsible for this historic 
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The Royal Society celebrated the tercentenary of its foundation in July i960 and, to 
mark this occasion, published a Brief History of the Royal Society by Professor E. N. da C. 
Andrade, F.R.S. In this brief history the development of the Society is traced from 
the time when a few progressive men decided to found a body for the investigation and 
encouragement of experimental science, then little studied, until the present day. The 
patronage of Charles II, the work of Isaac Newton, and the maintenance of relations 
between British science and that of America and France in spite of the wars with these 
countries make a fascinating story.
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